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SOFTBALL IRELAND Byelaws 2012

1. APPLICATION AND DEFINITIONS

1.1 The word “Club” applies to single and multitteglaying organisations. The word
“Team” refers to any team registered in any Softbr@land region or for any Softball
Ireland or Regional competition.

1.2 The word “league” refers to any softball conitp@t played over a period of a number
of weeks in a round robin or similar format.

1.3 The word "championship” refers to the Softlhedland Brian Walshe Cup, Plate and
Bowl competitions or any derivations of that conipe@t, and to the deciding competition
for the national club champions

1.4 The word "tournament” refers to all official f®all Ireland one or two consecutive
day competitions.

1.5 The official representative of each team, kn@asrthe “team contact” (e.g. committee
member, captain, coach or manager), is requirethnaliarise themselves with these
byelaws, which apply to all league, tournament emaimpionship play, except where other
regional or competition rules have precedence

1.6 The term "SI" means Softball Ireland, the Nadio Council or its designated
representative officers or any sub committees.

1.7 The word "umpire” includes any person officigtia game under the regulation of
Softball Ireland.

1.8 The term “Regional Council” refers to a bodgagnised by Softball Ireland council as
having satisfied the requirements of Article 7io# Softball Ireland constitution.

1.9 The term “Sl Regional Leagues” refers to thevprcial leagues recognised by Softball
Ireland.

1.10 Teams in top division of each S| Regional leagre defined as “Grade A” teams.
Teams in all divisions below the top tier of eadiR8gional league are defined as “Grade
B” teams.

1.11 The “Softball Ireland National Club Champioipsfi, or “SINCC”, is contested by
the nominated champions of the SI Regional leaguescordance with ratios as decided
by the SI Council

1.12 These byelaws apply to all members of SiHer2012 Softball Ireland year.
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SOFTBALL IRELAND Byelaws 2012

2. S| COUNCIL RECOMMENDED POLICIES

2.1 SI Council recommends that each Club shoulgtithe following policies as a matter
of good practice. If you would like further advioeinformation on these policies or would
like to share any policies that your club currentbes or is considering implementing, then
please contact the S| Secretapedretary@softball.)e

2.2 Each club should have a basic constitutionironf the rights, duties and
responsibilities of its members. A basic constitmtiwhich can be used as a template can
be made available by request.

2.3 Each club should have a bank account withaast lisvo signatories on the account.

2.4 Sl recognises that the consumption of alcohgdairs co-ordination and judgment.
While recognising the social nature of softball,sBbongly recommends that individuals
show personal responsibility, for their own safatyd that of others, when consuming
alcohol before or during softball events. An efiegtworking guideline is: if you have had
too much drink to legally drive, you shouldn't plsgftball. Sl fully supports any umpires
or other nominated officials who exclude an indiatlfrom play due to alcohol induced
incapacity.

2.5 Members are strongly advised against playindevgiegnant.

2.6 Any player who has concerns about insurancerege (e.g. in case of pregnancy,
disability or otherwise) should satisfy themselwbsough SI or directly with the insurers,
as to whether their needs are met. S| will endegvahere feasible, to obtain any
clarifications or additional cover required withyaadditional cost to be borne by the
player.

2.6.1 In order to compete in a Softball Irelandrit@ment, for insurance purposes,
all players must be registered with Softball Irelan

2.7 Sl Council recommends that all clubs adoptSh€lub Charter. The charter will be
reviewed annually by the council to reflect besigiice and reward clubs who adopt the
policies proposed by the charter.

3 RULES OF PLAY

3.1 The rules of play are those of the Amateur [#dift Association (the “ASA”,
http://www.asasoftball.com/) for adult co-ed sloitcp softball as contained in the current
ASA rulebook, with the following adjustments:

Note: It isthe policy of Softball Ireland to remove thisrule from the end
of the 2012 playing season and to recommend to all regionsto adopt a full
5& 5 policy from 2013
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3.2 In Softball Ireland competitions, teams may topplay with 6 men and 4 women (or 7
men and 5 women if applying the Extra Player ruiedler the conditions as listed below
unless otherwise stipulated in a specific competior tournaments rules.

3.2.1 The women must alternate through the topheflatting order, batting at
either: 2, 4, 6,8 and 10 or 1, 3, 5, 7, and %endrder.

3.2.2 Any substitute must be of the same gend#reasubstituted player.

3.2.3 When fielding, there must be at least twodies in the outfield and two in
the infield, unless a team plays under the Shortddd Rule (i.e. 9 players in the
line-up) and the missing player is female, in whaase the team must play with
two females in the infield, one female in the altfiand one vacant position in the
outfield.

3.2.4 If a team is playing under the Short Handete Rind the missing player is
female, then the missing player becomes an autoroatiin position 8 or position
7 in the batting order, in accordance with Byela@/ B

3.2.5 The catcher must be male but there is nanegent that the pitcher must be
female. (Note for clarification: if a team optsplay under the 6 and 4 rule and has
a female pitching then in order to comply with Byel3.2.3 there must be three
male infielders and one female; and two male ddiiéies and two female).

3.2.6 A male batter who is walked will be awardedyd. base if he is followed in
the batting order by another male.

3.2.6.1 Note for clarification that this includdgetfollowing situation: if a
team is playing under the Short Handed Rule andntie, who is followed
by an automatic out in place of a female, is walttexh the male is awarded
only one base.

3.2.7 A team must complete the game with the gesylérit started with.

3.3 A match report must be completed and signeddm club captain on the day for all
league games. It is recommended that match re@wdscompleted for all games,
irrespective of competition or tournament formateTmatch report template is available
onwww.softball.ie

3.4 Bases need not be spiked.

3.5 The standard softball for all Sl official toaments and competitions for 2012 is any
brand specifying a COR of .44 and a compressiotB®5lbs and 12” in size for male
batters, and 11” softballs of the same COR and cessmpn will be used for female batters
only. Both white and yellow balls are permissible.
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3.5.1 The responsibility, for determining wheth&e tquality of a ball is of a
suitably high standard for use, remains with theiuen

3.6 A courtesy runner is allowed for an injuredté@atunner or runner on any base after
time has been called. It is at the discretion & tmpire who may consult with both
captains as to whether a courtesy runner is waudarh the absence of an umpire, both
team captains must agree that a courtesy runiadioised.

3.7 Where there is a contradiction between the AS8ls and these Byelaws, these
Byelaws have precedence.

3.8 In cases of doubt about the applicability denpretation of any byelaw, the decision
rests with the umpire. Where no umpire is pres#m, two captains will record any
disputed interpretation on the match report andreethe position of play (i.e. position of
runners, next batting position, outs, runs and escat the time of dispute. Wherever
possible games should be completed but should peahfpe forthcoming no prejudice
shall exist on any side.

3.9 SI will adopt the ASA’'s banned bat list and ASfproved bat list. Refer to
www.softball.org/about/certified _equipment.aspthe Downloads page on the Sl website.

3.10 An umpire, has the right on the grounds oétyato stop a player or team from using
a specific bat that he/she feels is an alteredaanéd bat. In such a case the bat shall be
removed from play by the umpire and returned toptlager after the game. The player or
team can appeal this decision to Sl. The S| Couwmdithen determine if the bat is in fact

a banned bat and therefore the bat will not benetbto be used in any Sl organised event
or if the bat is not a banned bat and thereforeheilallowed to be used in future matches.
The team will not be allowed to appeal the restithe game.

3.11 The batter will enter the batter’'s box witkeao ball zero strike count in all Softball
Ireland games unless further specified in the cditipe or tournament rules.

3.12 The maximum pitch arc will be 12 foot for &bftball Ireland competition or
tournament play.

4. THE FIELD OF PLAY

4.1 Every club must ensure that their home groumduitable and safe for any Sl
competition or tournament they are entered in &iadl they have all necessary permits to
play there. If there is any doubt about suitabiditd safety, the club representative should
request an inspection by Sl.

4.2 Ground rules will be set by the umpire follog/iconsultation with both team captains.

Any regularly occurring grounds rules must be faeal to S1 and will be provided to the
umpires.
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4.3 If a team’s home ground is continually unavaéaSI| can instruct them to make
alternative arrangements. The team in question Ineaynstructed to play all their games
away from home if alternative arrangements arawaale.

5. EQUIPMENT AND SAFETY

5.1 Each club is required to have the following imum list of equipment for each Si
competition or tournament home game

5.1.1 One set of softball bases with one dual-celdsafety base at first base
5.1.2 A home plate and a pitcher's plate

5.1.3 At least one legal softball bat

5.1.4 At least 10 softball gloves (9 if playing sthranded)

5.1.5 At least two legal 12” softballs and at leasd legal 11” softballs. Legal
softballs are defined by Byelaw 3.5.

5.1.6 Where applicable a letter from the local ovegnment authority certifying
authorisation to use the ground.

5.2 Players must wear acceptable footwear whictinénopinion of the Umpire does not
create a danger to other players’ safety. An ummpaiethe right, on the grounds of safety,
to stop a player from wearing footwear which in thepire’s opinion may threaten the
safety of other players. Footwear which may be agkunsafe for play includes:
5.2.1 All metal studs;
5.2.2 Metal baseball cleats;
5.2.3 Screw on studs (screw in studs are accepiatde they are rubber);
5.2.4 Any plastic or rubber stud which through waad tear has become worn or
sharp to the touch and in the opinion of the Umpmagy cause injury to any other
player.
6. PLAYERS
6.1 Players must be paid up members of Sl i.e. thagt be registered for the current
season with the club/team for which they play ideorto take part in any Sl tournament or

competition or any Regional league.

6.2 An umpire or any other Sl official is entitlemlask for proof of identity of any player.
In the absence of satisfactory proof of identitye player may be asked for a signature,
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and allowed to play under caution. SI may reque team or player to substantiate this
identification at a later date.

6.3 Impersonation of another member is a categafyedice by the player and the team.

6.4 The lower age limit for participation in anyngpetition is 18 years with the following
exception listed below

6.4.1 A team may apply to Sl for an exemption flayprs aged 14 up to 18 years
of age. An exemption may be granted subject toesgesmt of the council and may
require an assessment by an authorised agent of SI.

6.5 SI does not accept any liability in cases whbee player's condition renders them
excluded from Sl's insurance policy.

7. CLUBS

7.1 To register as a club with a Regional Assommtia club must have paid the
appropriate Regional team fee for each of its teamnd the S| Player subscription by the
close of registration for the current season.

7.2 All the club's business with Sl or relevant Regl Association must be through a
representative nominated according to the S| Cutistin.

8. FIXTURES

8.1 All fixtures are the property of the organisimgdy. No team or club may rearrange a
fixture without the express consent of the orgagigiody.

8.2 In exceptional circumstances a team / club magke a written request for
postponement. The organising body has completeretisn to grant or refuse a
postponement and where granted, will rescheduléixhee. All written requests must be
submitted to the organising body. Postponement$ anly be granted in extreme
circumstances, with the following exceptions:

8.2.1 Sl will grant postponements, upon writtenues, to a team for any Sl game
scheduled to take place during the week of the TEEsiFopean Championship Co-
Ed Slow-pitch” if 3 or more members of the teamén&een selected to represent
their country in a playing or coaching capacity.

8.2.2 Sl will grant postponements, upon writtenues, to a team for any Sl game
scheduled to take place during the week of the EEsiFopean Cup Co-Ed Slow-
pitch” if the clubs’ team has been selected toesent Sl.

8.3 Where a field appears unsafe for play and enabsence of an umpire, either team /

club captain can refuse to play and seek retrosggegiermission for a postponement
without incurring a forfeit.
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8.4 A game suspended for reasons of light, safetgng other reason determined by an
umpire (or agreed by the captains in the absenea aimpire), before the conclusion of a
legal game must be advised to the organising betg,will reschedule the fixture. Details
of such a suspension must include the positionlaf fi.e. line-ups, position of runners,
next batting position, outs, runs, strikes/ballsl &gore) at the time of suspension. The
game will resume from the exact point of the suspenof play of the original game and
will continue to completion.

8.5 All postponed or suspended games must be atextloy the end of the nearest
appropriate free week in the schedule, or two weékisere are no free weeks. If both
clubs are unable to agree a date, Softball Iretaag set the date of the fixture at its
discretion. Failure to play any re-arranged fixthyea date set by the organising body
where reasonable notice was given may result irooteth teams forfeiting the game in
accordance with Bye-law 9.1.

9. FORFEITS

9.1 A forfeit is awarded against any team / cludtt tho not have enough registered players
available to begin a game within 15 minutes ofdesignated start time. A double forfeit
applies if both teams / clubs are short of players.

9.1.1 If the team / club has enough players torbéige game under the Short
Handed Rule before 15 minutes have elapsed frondésgnated start time then
the game must not be further delayed.

9.2 A forfeit is awarded against a team / club the¢ unable to continue due to the
departure, injury or ejection of players. The minimnumber to start or continue is nine.

9.2.1 In accordance with ASA rules, if a playeejicted then the team must have a
legal replacement available to continue and avdatfait.

9.3 A team / club will forfeit a game for using kayer who is not registered with the team
/ club at the start of the game.

9.4 In the event of a forfeit, the organising bodill determine who will pay any
applicable costs.

9.5 If a team / club attend a fixture without al fuhiform then the minimum acceptable
standard will be tops of similar colour. This wile based upon the judgement of the
assigned umpire or in the absence of an assigngureirthen by agreement of both
captains.

9.5.1 If players need to wear outer garments dusdather conditions then they
cannot wear colours that are similar to the opgpssam.
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10. SOFTBALL IRELAND CHAMPIONSHIP & TOURNAMENT STRUCTURES

10.1 The structure and any applicable playing rédesany S| competition or tournament
will be issued to all competing clubs at least 2ekge before commencement of each
competition.

10.2 The home team will be designated accordinght schedule as issued by the
organising body.

10.3 In the event of a gap developing in a SI Taorent or competition due to the non-
participation of a team / club, then SI may fikkthosition as appropriate

10.4 In the event of a team withdrawing or beingedbed from a competition or
tournament, all of their fixtures will be removewr the schedule and any points gained
in fixtures against them will be deducted from fthther teams in the competition in
guestion to remove their impact on the competition.

10.5 The SINCC is contested by the nominated chamspof the SI Regional leagues in
accordance with the ratios set out by Sl

10.5.1 The format of this competition will be chosby Softball Ireland and
scheduled to follow the completion of the Sl pravah leagues.

10.5.2 The winner of this competition will be ofer the chance to represent
Ireland at the ESF “European Cup Co-Ed Slow-pite€@CS)” held the following
season.

10.5.2.1. If the winning team is unwilling or unahb attend the ECCS then
Sl reserves the right to offer their spot to anoteam / club.

10.5.3 Players must be registered with the qualgylub or team before the end of
their SI Regional league season and in accordaitbetese byelaws, to qualify
for the SINCC.

10.5.4 Where a team, which is part of a multi-tednb, qualifies for the Softball
Ireland National Club Championship, the team mdgcteany player from their
club.

10.5.5 Teams that are scheduled to compete witl@nSINCC must submit their
final playing roster no less than 1 week priorhe tournament and the following
eligibility rules apply:

10.5.5.1 All players appearing on the playing rosteist be fully paid up
members of Si

10.5.5.2 All players appearing on the playing mosteist be free of any
disciplinary actions
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10.5.5.3 All players appearing on the playing rosteist have featured or
played for their team / club in the current seasdren the SINCC takes
place for no less than 30% of games

11. COMPLAINTS, DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES AND APPEALS

11.1 Any appeal relating to a disputed game orlr@sust be lodged with the Sl Secretary
in writing (email is acceptable) within 1 week bftactual incident or in accordance with
the tournament or competition rules. In cases wttgsetimeline is not met the result will

stand as reported by the umpire if assigned orithereteam captain if no umpire was
present.

11.2 Any appeal made under Article 9.1 of the atutstn, relating to a SI Councll
decision which adversely affects a member, mustldoged in writing with the SI
Secretary (email is acceptable) within 1 week & thember being informed of the
decision in writing (email is acceptable) by theS8kcretary. In cases where this timeline is
not met the decision will stand.

11.2.1 Any decisions made in the appeals processcamsidered final and not
subject to further appeal unless the subsequergahpp considered materially
different to the original.

11.3 Any SI member may lodge a request for distgplf action to be taken against
another member (or members), team (including nome§istered visiting teams) for
transgressions of these or other appropriate byetdva game in which they were involved
or which they witnessed.

11.4 Disciplinary action may also be requestedeiation to SI members' behaviour at
other events, including social functions organiggdSI or subsidiary bodies, or public
events attended as SI members or officials.

11.5 A request pertaining to Byelaw 11.3 or 11.4strhe in writing (letter or e-mail)
stating the date and event when the incident oeduand the reason why disciplinary
action is being sought.

11.6 All requests are to be made to the S| Segrédacretary@softball.)e

11.7 Sl will appoint a "reporting officer" not bad by Article 8 of the SI Constitution to
handle the case.

11.8 The reporting officer must request stateménta the complainant, the accused, and
any umpire present, and may also request statenfiemts team captains and any Sl
representatives or other witnesses present aintiee t

11.9 No later than 2 weeks from the initial datehef complaint the reporting officer will
pass on his/her findings to the SI Secretary.
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11.10 If the reporting officer finds that an offenkas been committed, the officers of Si
not barred by Article 8 will, within a week and efttaking whatever advice they deem
necessary, convene a Sl Council meeting to heamatibased person's defence, and if
necessary to impose appropriate penalties.

11.11 Sl will inform the accused's club represévgathe accused and the complainant of
the outcome.

11.12 An appeal against a decision to impose disaify penalties must be made within 1
week in writing to the S| Secretary under Articl®®the Sl Constitution, on payment of
the fee specified in Byelaw 18.

11.13 The appeal committee will be convened by&h8ecretary within 1 week, and must
complete its work within a further 2 weeks.

11.14 Reasonable expenses may be paid to membibes appeal committee.

11.15 The SI Secretary will keep records of eadgyestof the disciplinary process
including any statements given.

11.16 "Involved" in Articles 8 and 9 of the Constibn should be interpreted to include:
11.16.1 direct personal involvement in the incidemder investigation

11.16.2 direct involvement of immediate family (g@at, partner, sibling or
offspring) in the incident

11.16.3 Playing or coaching for one of the teamslired
11.16.4 Membership of one of the teams involved
11.16.5 Playing or coaching in the same divisiothageam involved

11.16.6 being a sponsor of a team under invegiigar being employed by such a
sponsor.

11.16.7 Failure of an official to declare such ilwement may be grounds for
upholding an appeal.

11.17 SI, on behalf of any Sl registered membely take disciplinary action against an
umpire.

11.18 SI may take disciplinary action against antealub or any member of Sl on
recommendations given to them by a registered w@npir
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12. UMPIRING

12.1 An umpire appointed to a game is due the esggenagreed by the organising body
for the competition in question.

12.2 Expenses shall be shared equally betweenetimast or as determined by Sl or the
Regional body

12.3 In the event of no umpire being present bdtibsc should agree on a basis for
umpiring the game.

12.4 The home club captain shall assume respoitisibifor reporting of the match result
that day.

12.5 Where two clubs fail to agree on an umpirirrgragement, both team captains should
contact the organising body within 24 hours andarefne reason for failure.

13. PROTESTS

13.1 A protest may be lodged in writing to the engang body by a team captain in the
following instance:

13.1.1 The Captain on the field of play has appmk#ie decision of an umpire based
on the umpire’s interpretation of the ASA rules @inelse Byelaws;

13.1.2 The Captain advises the umpire the gameigltompleted under protest; and

13.1.3 Umpiring judgment calls may not be protestedler Section 13 of the Sl
Byelaws.

13.2 Protests are decided by the organising bodpmsultation with the Umpire in Chief
or Regional umpire coordinator

13.3 A written protest must be made by the pratgstiub representative to the organising
body within seven days.

13.4 The organising body will issue its decision doth clubs and the umpire (if
applicable) within two weeks of receiving the psite

13.5 Protest decisions cannot be appealed.
14. INDIVIDUAL & CLUB CONDUCT

14.1 The following are reasons for disciplinaryi@etagainst an individual and/or their
club as determined by SI:
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14.1.1 Failure of a team captain, manager or coachgther club members to
intervene within a reasonable time to prevent scalirage misconduct.

14.1.2 Ejection from any game.

14.1.3 Assault either physical or verbal, on a etaympire or member of the
public.

14.1.4 Coercion or forcing of any participant intehuman, degrading or illegal
activities.

14.1.5 Conduct likely to damage the good name @bald or Sl or Provincial
Association.

14.1.6 Failure of the team captain, manager, caaclother club members to
intervene, within a reasonable time, in any adgtiat behaviour listed in 14.1.1,
14.1.3 or 14.1.4, where the perpetrator is a bygsianvho can be related to a
specific club or team.

14.2 Destruction of, damage to, or failure to nef81 equipment or intellectual property is
a Category 1 offence.

14.3 SI may refuse to renew membership of, gramt membership to, suspend existing
membership of, or prevent participation in any Strg of any individual or group
involved in an on-going legal dispute with S| oiyanember of Sl.

15. DRUGS IN SPORT

15.1 No affiliated player may contravene the rehtvdoping laws of the following
organisations:

15.1.1 International Olympic Committee (I0C)
15.1.2 World Anti-Doping Association (WADA)
15.1.3 International Softball Federation (ISF)
15.1.4 European Softball Federation (ESF)
15.1.5 Olympic Council of Ireland (OCI)
15.1.6 Irish Sports Council (ISC)

15.2 A full list of prohibited substances is avhi@afrom Sl. Players who have any doubt
about any substance should contact Sl for clatiioa

Page 13 of 16



SOFTBALL IRELAND Byelaws 2012

15.3 Infraction of this bylaw will be a categoryoffence at minimum, and penalties will
be in line with those applied by other comparaldesoaiations and federations and/or
national or international anti-doping organisations
15.4 Members in the following categories are lidbletesting for illegal substances:

15.4.1 any player/manager/coach on internationt), dehich is defined as being:

15.4.1.1 currently serving on any internationalastju

15.4.1.2 making themselves available for selecfmmany international
squad,;

15.4.1.3 making themselves available for seledtomny provincial squad

15.5 Testing of SI members may be performed by @plyointed representatives of the
Irish Sports Council (the Irish Anti-Doping Agencgf any or all of the following events:

15.5.1 any matches involving international squay@is.
15.5.2 Championship matches involving at leastPmnier or Division One team.
15.5.3 All official SI 1 or 2 consecutive day toaments or competitions

15.6 Out Of Competition Testing is performed byydappointed representatives of the
Irish Sports Council (the Irish Anti-Doping Agenayf) their discretion.
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16. FEES AND EXPENSES 2012
16.1 Sl Fees and Expenses
16.1.1 S| Player Membership Fee: €25.00
16.1.2 S| Rookie PlayérMembership Fee: €10
16.1.3 Appeal Fe& €100.00

16.1.4 Intervarsity Feés
18.1.5.1 Team: €50.00

16.1.5 Visiting Membershifx €10.00

16.2 All players must ensure that their Memberdbgs are fully paid before they play in any
fixture. Failure to do could result in each fixtuyeing counted as a forfeit until such time as all
outstanding funds have been paid to Sl.

16.2.1 All registration must be completed througd $oftball Ireland website.

1A rookie player is any player who has not registeas a player within Ireland for the previous 2rgea
2The appeal fee must be paid in advance of an apgpgat will be refunded if the appeal proves ss=ful.

3
The intervarsity team fee applies to any team g@petting in any intervarsity competition wheretyers are registered with a college and proof
of insurance cover provided by the college is meadglable to Softball Ireland.

A visiting player is any player who is playing in & competition, tournament or event but is nagular player within the Irish regions and
who does not have their own insurance.
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17. SCALE OF PENALTIES

17.1 Depending on the seriousness of the offencma$ impose any combination of the
penalties within the following ranges for infractiof these byelaws.

17.2 Incurring more than two written cautions foiyandividual or club in any 3 month
period is a category 4 offence.

Category Of

Offence Range of penaltiesfor individuals

1. Permanent expulsion;
1 2. Suspension for more than one season;
3. Suspension from National Squad for more thanyeas.

1. Suspension for one season;
2 2. Suspension for more than 5 games or weeks;
3. Suspension from National Squad for up to twagea

1. Suspension for less than 5 games or weeks;
3 2. Suspension for more than 2 games or weeks;
3. Community service between 10 and 20 hours.

1. Suspension for 1 game or 1 week;
4 2. Fine between €75 & €130;
3. Community service up to 10 hours.

1. Fine less than €75;
5 2. Written caution;
3. Community service up to 5 hours.
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